THE CONTRAST

and good-humour; indeed, the consciousness that she was
doing right supported her in exertions which would otherwise
have been beyond her power.

She had still more difficult trials to go through: Mrs.
Martha was jealous of her favour with her lady, and often
threw out hints that some people had much more luck, and
more cunning too, than other people ; but that some people
might perhaps be disappointed at last in their ends.

Patty went on her own straight way, without minding these
insinuations at first; but she was soon forced to attend to
them. Mrs, Crumpe's relations received intelligence from
Mrs. Martha, that her lady was growing worse and worse
every hour ; and that she was quite shut up under the dominion
of an artful servant-girl, who had gained such power over her
that there was no knowing what the consequence might be.
Mrs. Crumpe's relations were much alarmed by this story:
they knew she had made a will in their favour some years
before this time, and they dreaded that Patty should prevail
upon her to alter it, and should get possession herself of the
fortune. They were particularly struck with this idea, because
an instance of undue power, acquired by a favourite servant-
maid over her doting mistress, happened about this period to
be mentioned in an account of a trial in the newspapers of the
day. Mrs. Crumpe's nearest relations were two grand-nephews.
The eldest was Mr. Josiah Crumpe, a merchant who was
settled at Liverpool; the youngest was that Ensign Bloomington
whom we formerly mentioned. He had been intended for a
merchant, but he would never settle to business ; and at last
ran away from the counting-house where he had been placed,
and went into the army. He was an idle, extravagant young
man : his great-aunt was by fits very angry with him, or very
fond of him. Sometimes she would supply him with money ;
at others, she would forbid him her presence, and declare he
should never see another shilling of hers. This had been her
latest determination ; but Ensign Bloomington thought he could
easily get into favour again, and he resolved to force himself
into the house. Mrs. Crumpe positively refused to see him :
the day after this refusal he returned with a reinforcement, for
which Patty was not in the least prepared : he was accompanied
by Miss Sally Bettesworth, in a regimental riding-habit. Jessy
had been the original object of this gentleman's gallantry; but

373